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R.R.2,  Bath, 
Ontario  KOH  1G0 
21  May  1993 


Dear  Margaret: 


Thank  you  for  your  very  nice  letter  received  yesterday.  I  very  much 
enjoyed  the  memories  of  your  sister-in-law,  Sharon  Burley  re  her 
Uncle  Earl  who  most  certainly  is  the  man  I  remember  visiting  with 
my  parents  many  years  ago  and  those  of  her  great-grandfather, 
Benjamin  Saunders  Burley.  Quite  something  to  have  memories  of  this 
older  generation.  I  myself  remember  my  paternal  grandparents  but 
my  maternal  grandparents  were  long  gone  before  I  was  born.  So  I  do 
have  a  real  sense  of  loss  on  my  part  and  a  great  rejoicing  when  I 
meet  someone  who  has  had  the  privilege  of  knowing  all  those  past 
generations . 

I  have  much  to  share  with  Sharon  on  previous  generations  of  her 
family  and  will  do  so  at  the  earliest  opportunity.  Unfortunately  it 
will  be  some  weeks  before  I  am  able  to  respond  to  her.  Would  you 
be  so  kind,  if  you  can,  to  let  her  know  that  she  wi 1 1  be  hearing 
from  me. 

I  am  off  this  coming  week  to  the  Ontario  Genealogical  Society 
Seminar  in  Toronto  for  five  days  and  then  my  eldest  son  will  be 
home  for  his  birthday  in  June  so  it  will  be  some  weeks  before  I  can 
sit  down  to  key  her  a  letter. 

Thank  you  so  much,  Margaret  for  responding  to  me  -  I  do  appreciate 
being  able  to  add  another  descendant  to  the  Burley  clan. 

Sincerel y , 


Diane  Mackinnon 


P.S.  My  father's  early  account  of  the  Freeman's  of  Freeman's  Farm 
in  Saratoga,  N.Y.  has  certainly  been  around  the  world  for  many 
people  have  stated  that  they  have  seen  it.  Although  my  father 
believed  that  Dorcas  Burley's  maiden  name  was  Freeman  for  several 
reasons,  and  that  Joseph  and  Cornelius  Burley  who  emigrated  to 
Ernesttown  in  the  1790 's  were  indeed  her  sons,  no  real  evidence  has 
so  far  surfaced  in  our  search  to  document  the  Burley  family. 
Dorcas,  her  second  husband  Matthias  Rose,  John  Burley  her  son  (my 
ancestor)  and  Matthias'  daughter  from  his  first  marriage  came  to 
Ernesttown  Township  as  Loyalists  in  1784.  At  the  same  time  one 
Freeman  Burley,  a  member  of  the  same  corps  (Jessup's  Rangers)  as 
Matthias  and  his  other  sons,  settled  here  too.  Family  history 
stated  he  was  another  son  of  Dorcas  Burley,  although  we  have  found 


only  circumstantial  evidence  to  prove  this  so  far  We  have_  proven 
that  Joseph  and  Cornelius  were  indeed  brothers  but  have  not  been 
able  to  establish  that  they  were  indeed  sons  of  Dorcas  and  her 
husband  John  Burley.  My  father  always  believed  that  on  John  s  death 
the  middle  sons  were  sent  to  Dutchess  County  in  New  *ork /^ie  to 
be  raised  by  relatives.  Freeman  was  old  enough  to  be  on  his  own 
and  Dorcas  kept  her  youngest  child  with  her,  my  ancestor  John. 

At  any  rate,  Joseph  (presumably  Sharon's  ancestor),  and  his  brother 
Cornelius  were  not  classed  as  Loyalists  since  they  djd  jot  take  up 
arms  for  the  crown  nor  were  they  m  Canada  by  1789  when  the 
proclamation  was  issued  by  Lord  Dorchester. 

I  will   elaborate  later  to  Sharon  on  this  matter. 
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R.R.2,  Bath, 
Ontario  KOH  1G0 
1  May  1993 


Dear  Margaret: 

Because  of  my  interest  in  the  Bur 1 ey/Bur 1 eigh  family,  your  letter 
was  passed  to  me  by  Barbara  Berrigan,  corresponding  secretary  of 
the  Kingston  Branch  of  the  Ontario  Genealogical  Society.  My  father, 
the  late  Dr.  H.C.  Burleigh  of  Bath,  Ontario  had  been  involved  in 
genealogical  research  for  most  of  his  life,  and  I  and  my  siblings 
continue  to  search  and  document  our  family. 

I  am  enclosing  some  computer  printouts  of  charts  compiled  by  my 
brother,  John  Burleigh  of  Kingston.  This  Benjamin  Sanders  Burley 
appears  to  be  the  one  that  you  seek.  I  would  like  to  share 
information  with  you  on  your  family.  From  which  of  Benjamin's 
children  are  you  descended? 

Many  years  ago  my  dad  corresponded  with  a  Benjamin  Earle  Burley  of 
Hillier  township.  In  our  possession  today  are  two  conflicting 
pieces  of  evidence,  two  letters,  one  is  from  Hillier  and  the  other 
from  Sidney  Twp .   both  written  by  Benjamin  Earle. 

As  a  child  I  often  visited  Prince  Edward  County  with  my  parents  who 
were  very  interested  in  antiques.  One  of  our  regular  stops  was  with 
a  man,  Mr.  Burley  who  sold  antiques.  He  lived  between  Picton  and 
Bloomfield  just  off  on  a  sideroad.  As  I  remember  the  house  could 
be  seen  from  the  main  road.  I  feel  that  this  man's  name  was  Earle 
Burley.  Do  you  know  anything  about  him  and  would  he  have  been  the 
Benjamin  Earle  Burley,  son  of  Benjamin  Sanders,  b  1888  and  died  in 
Bloomfield  in  1970  (and  also  the  correspondent  of  my  father)  ?  You 
note  this  man  as  being  Earrel ,   age  2  in  1891  Census  of  Hillier. 

I  look  forward  to  your  reply. 

Sincerel y , 


Diane  Mackinnon 


